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To the Reader. 


H-re prefent you with a true 
Copiz of a Letter ſent by Dr. 
7ofeph Hall, iate of Norwich B1- 
ſhop, to the Right Worshipfull 
Sir Jobn Wentworth Knight, 1n Saf- 
folke;And this Iaverr: tobe Tran- 


| ſcribed by me [551 Smith from the 


Biſhops own hand-writting, and 
I with ic as good(ſuccels asSr,Pavuls 
Letter to the Corinthians had ( that 
you may nut read it with preju= 
duce ) that ye forrow Godly, So 
that in nithing ye be þ:rt therby, And 
rather then this fo worthy a Let- 

"rh ter 


Tre Exiles 

! ſouls have bezn obſcur.d 

cone Familie 1 _— \en:uted it 
» the Publ ck ; tha: they may 
aye the good that was mean: to 
ny Noble vricnd and Kinſ:ran 
efore :entioned, and that that 
vmble and nenks iuthor ( and 
zintnow in Atrah im;-boſom ; 
nigt have his due of all. 

Now the Lord gr:ce us with 
all Spirituall Bleflings , wt he 
bring us to Glory the pe: te210n 
.of Grace; for the :t:ainment of 
which, rogether \ith all External 
Proſperity, 2nd Temporal Felict- 
tic in this life, You ſhall nev.r 
wan: th C, inl{ant Prayer of, 


i Fohu Smith, Gent. 


ya; 
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Li LELSISLLLINS 


i" Las © -oncerning 


( Þriftmaſs , ſent to a 
Knight in Sufolte. 


P - that Reverent Father in God Dr. 
jOSEPH HALL. the late Lord Biſhop 
of NORWICH. 


tr, with my loving Snenrad Ec. 
« oþ$þÞ$Þ T cannot but be a grear grieie to 
&$ any wiſe and modecate Chrilti- 


'I$ S an, t0 fe? Z:2alous and well mean- 
© ins ©oules carried away after the 


| db $44 giddy humour of their new Tea- 


ers, to a con:emo:t of all hoiyand Rever- 
it Anti quitte , , and to an eaver affectation of 
ovel Fancies, even whulit they cry out mot 
cterly againil Innmvation; when the Practic2 

id Judgem: nt of the whole Chriſtian 
. Vorld, even from the dyes of the biefſed 
polt. es to this prefeat Age, is pleaded, f9c 
1y Forme of Governm?nt, or Laud? ble O5- 
ervartm , .they are itrei ght taught That old 


A 4. — 


{B} 
thinos are paſted, and that all things -arezbe- \f 


7 's 
4 COIMEe new : r nakiy E thoyr Ur” ord Or) od by {0 | 
new, and unheard of an LRLST Pre tation of 


Scriprare, vwihgroby thev May as ju{l RF rgne | 
. - y þ 
the INLCOLUCING 07 anew Church h. 2 nev ERC. 


,, 
*pel, a new Relicion, with the an! wall; ng of We 
Qld ; and that they M ay not want an alliih- | 
Ccier * Paironzse of rhieir foad conceit, our | 
bleiſed Saviour himſelf is. brought in, who k 
ini's Sermon on the Mount controlled the + 


. anitquity of thePhart{aical gloites or ons 
* N1ut.F21 F 27. Ye have hearg tac it haclf ; 
"EET by :Hem of old, thus wary 2s; bur þ 
35 7 UNCO yon theis & thus, & as if the-Son of 
ins the upſtart Antiquities of a 
«mit COR; 1c J& urrealonable cradingen, meant 
to condemn che cruly ancient and COmmena- 
able cuſtoms of the whole Chriftian CAM. 
which ail ſober and judictons Chrili ans 2 
wont to look pon with meet reipect and re- 
veretice : and certeinly whoſorver ſhall have 
ſer: down this reſolution with himſelf to 
\ fleiohr choſe, either Infſtitucions or Practices 
whuch are derived oo us from the Primitive 
Times, and liave ever lince been entertained 
by the whole Charch of = 1/7 upon earth, 
thot man hath laid fuficie t foundation of | 
Scaiimes and Cargerous £ enter wes: And | 
doth 


ae; - 


ne IT my —__ 290 a 
—, G—— 
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doth thar which the #aolt eminent of the Fa- 
cthers Sc. Angeſtiae,charverch with ro leis then 
the moſtinfolent madnets, 1nſolczrs frat off &c. 
For me and my Friends, God give US grace 
to rake the 2dvice which our C1 '10ur gave 

kis Spouſe, To eo forth by the feorſteps of the 


ficck, end to fe cd cur Kids beſides the $hep- 


herds Texts, Canticie- 1.8 And ro. walk 
inthe ſure paths of uncorrupt Antiquiry, for 
the celebration of the Solemn Ic caſt of our 
Saviours Natzvity , Reſurrection, Aſcenſion, 


and the comin o Gown of the Holy Ghok, 


which you fay 'S C1 'yed down by your Ze alous 
Le&urers : Ore would think theſ@chould be 
reaſons enough in thoſe wonderfull aud un- 
ſpeakable benefits, which thoſe days ferve to 
C oMINemorare unto us , for {to 1nfrance_1n 
the ſaid Feaſt of the Nativi ry) when the An- 
gel brought the news of that bleſled Birth ro 
the Jewiſh aps ang B-:hela (faith he) 7 
bring yor: good tis ing5of great joy, which ſhall 
be unto all people ; for unto you 3s born this day 
a S<avicnr, Luke 2.10. Tf then the report of 
- i bleſſing were the beſt tidings of the Erea- 
{t joy that ever was, or ever could be 'pol- 
Cbly incident unto mankinde , why ſhould 
not the com:remoration thereof be anſwer- 
able: where we conceive the greatzlt joy, 
whac 


h IO) 
what ſhould hinder us to expreſs it 1n a joy- 
full Feltivity ; ba: you are taught to ſay the 
day conferred no:hing on the bleſling : that 
every day we ſhould with equal thanktulneſs 
remember this ineſtim3ble beneir of che In- 
carnation of the Son of God. So as a ſet 
Amverlary day is altogether needleſs. Know 
then and conſider , that the all-Wiſe God, 
who knew. it fit that his people ſhould every 
day think of the great work of the Creation, 
and of thar miraculous Deliverance oi the 
Egyptian ſervitude , and ſhould daily gtve 
honour to their Almighty . Creator and De- 
liverer; yet ordained one dy of ſeven for 
the more ſpecial Recognition of theſe mar- 
- vellous works, as well xnowing , how apt 
we are to forg2c thoſe iuties, waecewith we. 
are only encharg:\d in comnon, wichour the 
delignezment of a parcicular renumeratt- 
en : Beiides, the ſame reaſon will hold pro- 
portionable again any monechly or annual 
Celebration whatſoever : The F:ws ſhould 
have been mach to blame, if they had nv: 
every Day thankfully remembred the great 
Deliverance which God wroaght for them 
from the bloody deign of cruel Hamas: yer 
: it was thought requiſite, if not neceflary, 


'  thatthere ſhoaldbe two ſpecial days of Prim 
"Jet 


| _— 
ſet apart for the Aniverlary memorial of thar. 
wonderful preſervation, the like may be ſaid 
for the ig Prins 'of Nevembir, It is 
v.cil 1+ beftdesrhe general rye ot our thank - 
fuineis, a preciſe Day ordained by wares 
rity can erough quicken ou unthankiul dv i]- 
nels ro SIVE God his own tor r fo Sreat a mer- 
CY't Shall we fay 1t1s the work 0: the xcar, 
what needs a day f As there'ore no Day 
{ſhould paſs over our heads without a gra LC- 
tall acknowledgement ot the great mytterie 
- of GodIncarnate: So withall thd wiſdom 
of the Primitive Church,no doubt but by the 
DireRtion of the Holy Ghoſt hath picched 
upon one '{pecial Day wherein we ſhould 
intirely devore our thoughts to the Me- 
CIcAt! on of this Work which , the An- 
oeis of Heaven cannot . enough admire. 
But we are told, that perhaps we miſle 
of the Day, ſince the Seaſon is Lit:91- 
Mus , uncertain, unknown, and in All 
I;k-lyhood other then our December , and 
that it Is purpoſely not revealed , that it 
may not be kept. 
As to the firſt, 1 deny not that the 
jult Day. 15 not certainly known, 'the 
great Savicur of the World, that would 
avec 


FTE 
have his ſe -ond coming withont obfervation 

oing before it, would have his firſt coming 
withour obſervation following it: he meant 
tocome down without noiſe., without a re- 
corded nottce, even m the fe:ond hundred 
fo an-izat we are ſure this Feitivity is. There 
was queſtion and different opinions of the 
feafon, the juſt knowledge and determinari- 
on whereof, matters nothing atalltothe dur 
ty of our celebration , moit ſure we are that 
fach a day there was, and no leſs fure that ir 
was the happieſt day thatever lookt forth tn- 
tothe World : It is all one to ns, whethee 
this day, or that, we'content our ſelves with 
this, thatir hath pleaſed the Church for ma- 
ny hundred years to ordatn this day for the 
Commemoration of thar tran{cendent blef- 
ling, what care we to ftand upon theſe 12. 
hours that made up the Artificial dry where- 
this wonderfull vzork was wrought, which 
we are ſure cannot be much changed by ſo 
many intercalations , fo long. and conſtant a 
practiſe of the Chriſtian Church upon fo ho- 
Iy grounds, itis no leſs warrant to us, then 
an Angel from heaven ſhould have re- 
vealed unto us the juſt hone of. this bleed 
Nativitie. 


| 
Asto the ſecond, Sarely, whoſoever ſhatt 


tel! 


. ry AI. J 


SUIT OP +7 1 
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thers, who Preached, ard wrote ſo,and kept 


(13) wy 

cell you, That: God did purpoſely hide this 
day from vs that it might eſcape a Celebrati- 
on, as heconcealed the buptal of Afoſes to 
avoid the danger of an Idolatrous Adorati. 
on,wmakes hiraſelf a preſumprtuous Commenta- 
ror upon the Aftions cf the Almighty ; when 
did God tell him fo? or what Revelation can 
he pretend for fo bold an afertion ? If this 
were the matter, why then d1d not the ſame 
God. with equal caution conceal the day of 
the Paſſion, Re{urreRtion,& Aſcenſion of our 
blefſed Saviour ,, and of the deſcent of the 
Holy Ghoſt , the Obſervation of all which 
Days , is with no leſs vehemency, and 
npon the ſame _ cried down - by 
theſe ſcrupulous perſons; either therefore ' 
lerhim fay that Godrwould have theſe other 
Feaſt days obſerved becauſe he would have 
them known to the World, or yield thathe 


 Wid not therefore conceal the day of the Na- 


tivity of Chriſt, becauſe he would not have 
it obſerved. 
Bur you hear it ſaid, there is Popery and 


+ , Superſtition 1n keeping that Day. Tell thoſe 


that ſuggelt ſo, that they caſt a foul ſlander 
upon the Saints of God in the Primitive - 
Church , upon the Holy and Learned Fa- 


the 


#* 


(14) 1 
the Fealt of Chriſ's Nativity ; which ſacred *' 
Solemnity many hundred years before Po- { 
pery was hacched, and that they little know 
v: hat wrons they do to Religion and them- 
felves, and what honour they pur upon that 
Superitition which they profeſs to deteſt, in 
alcribing that to Popery which was the meer 
act of holy and devout Chriſtians. 

Bur to colour this Plea , you are taught 
that the mylterte of Iniquity began early to 
work, even in the very Apoltolick Times; 
and that Antichriſt did . ſecretly put in his |; 
claw betore his whole body appeared. Sure- | 
ly there is a ſingular Ute wont to be made of | 
this ſhift by rote which would avoid the 
countenance 0f all Primitive Authority , to 

aty difpleatins (however lawfull and laus.; 

. Gibie) Jniticutons and practiſes : fo the A- 

. #abaptiſis£21s us, that the baptizing of Tn- 
fants 15 one of the timeiy workings of the 
mylterie of, Iniguicy , ſo the blaſphemou: 

| Aeſtorians of our time tell us that the myſte- 
; rie of the bleſſed Trinity of perſons in thþ | 
rnicy of one Godhead , 1s but an ancier! \\ 
device of Antichriſt, working under han ;* | 
before his formal exhibition. Every fort 
ap: to make this Chatlenge, and the- ; 
tore it behooves us wiſely to diſtinguiſh t # 
rw. '} 


I EEOH 
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twixt thoſe things kbok, men did as good 
Chriſtians, ard thoſe which they did as en- 
paged to their own private, or tothe more 
common Intereſt of others : What advan- 
tage Can we conceive it might be to Anti» 
chriſt, that Chriſt ſhould have a day ccle- 
braced ro the memory of his bleſſed Births 
and that devout Chriſtians ſhould meer 
together in their Holy Aﬀ/emblies, to praiſe 
God' for the benefit of that happy Incar- 
nation: And whar cther cf could be 
expedted from ſo Reiigiors a Work, bur 
Glory to GOD and Edificaticn to Men ? 
Who can ſuppoſe that the enemy of Chriſt 
ſhou id gain by the honour done to Chriſt ?. 
Away therefore with this groundleſs ]ma- 
» gination, and ict us beſo Popiſh, ſo Super- 
ſiitiovs, as thoſe holy Fathcrs, and De- 
Acrs of the Primitive Church, famous for 
Learning and Piety , who Lived ard Died 
devout Obſervers of this Chriſtian Feſtival. 

But you are biddento aske what warrant 
we find in the Word of Ged (wbich is to be 
the ruſe of all our ations) fcr the folemn 
keeping of this Day ? In anſwer you may cell 
that © xeſtsniſtathat to argu. from the Scrip- 
ture Neg:iiv:ly in thirgs of this nature is 
ſomewhat Untheologica!, Aſke you bim a- 


=_ 


16. oy 
.£ain with better reaſon, what Scripture he 
findes £o forbid ir, for if that be unlawfall 
to be done,which is not in Gods Word com-= 
 manded, then much rather that which is noc 
there forbidden, cannot be unlawfull to be 
done 2 Generall gronnds of Edification, De- 
cency, peaceable Conformity to the Injunc- 
tions ot our Spiritual Governors,are in theſe 
Caſes more then enough to build our Prac- 
tice upon : It icbe Replyed that we are In- 
Joyned {ix dayes to Labour, and forbidden 
ta obſerve Dsyes and Times as bein? part of 
the .7ew:!/þ Pedaepogie ( two common pre- 
rences with which the eyes of the Jgnorant 
are wont to be bleared) know that tor the 
' firſt, it is not fo much Preceptive, #s Permit- 
five, neither was ir the intentions of tne 
Almighty 10 interpoſe the command of Hu- 
mane affaires in the firſt Tadle of his Royal 
Law, wheoaein Himſeife and his Service is 
imediately concern'd,in ſuch like expreſſions; 
mayft,and ſhalt, are equivalent and promiſ= 
cyoi{ly uſed , that inflance is clear and 
pregnant, Gen.2.16. The Lord, ( faith the 
Text J commanded the man, Saying, Eating 
thou {halt eat of every Tree in the Garden, 
which our laſt Verlion renders well ro the 
ſenſe: Thou mayſt freely eat of every tree 
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| A «4 
of the Gardey. Andit that charge in the 4th. 
Commandment were abſolute and perempto- 
ry, what Humane Authority could diſpenſe 
with thoſe large threds of Time, which we u- 
ſually cut out of the fix days for Sacred occa- 
ſions, what warrant could we have to intermit 
our work for a daily Lecture, or a monethly 
Faſt, or for an Aniverſary F:frb of November, 
And if notwithſtanding rhis command of God 
1t be allowed to be in the power of man,whe- 
ther Soveraign (as Conſtantine appropriated 
it) or Spiritual, ro ordain the ſetting of ſome 
ſer parcels of time to holy uſes, why ſhould 
it be ſtuck art 1n the Appropriatins andObſer- 
ving the Pious and ufeiull Celebration of this 
Fettival. As for that other ſvggeilion of the 
Apoſtles taxation of obſerving Bays and 
Times ; any one that hath bur half an eye 


. may ſee thatit hath reſpect to choſe Judaical 


Holy days, wkich were part of the Ceremo- 
nial Law, now lons ſince out of date, as be- 
ing of Typical ©gnitication, ahd ſhadows of 
things to-come, ſhould we therefore go about 
to revive thoſe Fewi/h Feaſts, or did we erect 
any new day to an effenrial part of the wor- 
ſhip of God? or place holineſs in it as ſuch ? 
We ſhould juſtly incur that blame which the 


| dance to a Chriſtian ſolemn Purity , which 


ans, Falſe Teachers ;, but to wreſt this forbid- 


1s 


TT: 

is meerly commemoration of a bleſſing re- 
ceived, withoutany prefiguration of things to 
come, without any opinion of holineſs anexed 
to the day,its no other then injurious violence. 

Vpen a:[this which hath been ſaid,ard up- 
on a ſerious weighing of what ever may be 
further alledged to the contrary, I dare con- 
fidently atirm that there is no juſt reaſon why 
sood Chriitans ftould not withall godly 
cheerfulneſs obſerve this, which that holy Fa- 
ther {tiled the Aetropelis of all Feaſts, to 
which I add that thoſe , which by their Ex- 
ampleand Doctrine fleight this Day, cauſing 
their People to diſhonour it with their worlt 
cloaths, with ſhops open, with ſervile works, 
ſtand guilty before God of an high and ſin- 
full contempt of that lawfull Authority un- 
der which they live, for as much by the Sta- 


tutes of our Land made by the full concur- - 


rence of King and State : This is command- 


.edto be kept holy by all Engl; Subjects, and | 


this power 1s backed bythe charge of God ; 
Submit your ſelves to every Ordinance of man 
for the Lords ſake. 

If now after all this T ſhould let my Pen 
looſe to the ſuffragant Teſtjmonies, whether 
of Antiquity, or Modern. Divites, and Re- 
formed Churches, I ſhould tire your patience, 
and inſtead of a-Letter ſend-you ia Volume, 
letir ſuffice, that ever ſince the ſecond: 100: 

years 


hn 
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years after Chriſt, this Feaſt hath withoutcon- 
cradiion obtained due reſpe& in the C hurch 
of God, & received many noble Elogies and 
paſſionate inforcements from the Learned 
and holy Fathers of the Church, wy rhe 
reſt that of Gregory Naz4:inzen [in his O- 
rations upon the Day of the Nativity of 
Chriſt] is ſo remarkable, that 1 may nor omit 
it, as that which ſets forth the exceſs of joy» 
full reſpeR wherewith the Ancient Chriſtians 
were wont to keep this day. Let us ſaith he, 
* Celebrate this Feaſt, not in a Panegyrical, 
** but Divine, got in a worldly, but ſuperfe.u- 
*lar manner: not regarding ſo much our ſelvs, 
* or others; as the worſkip of Chriſt,and how 
*« ſhall we effe& this? not with Crowning 
* our doors with Garlands , nor leading of 
* Dances, nor adorning our Screets, not by 
* feeding our eyes,not by del ghting our ears 
*with pleaſant Songs,not by effeminating our 
** \mell with perfumes, not with humouring 
** our taſte with dainties, not with pleaſing 
*© our touch, not with ſilken & coſtly cloaths, 
*:-and not with the ſparkl ng Jewels, not with 


<the luſter of Gold, not w th the artifice of 


* counterte1t colours, ſet us leave theſe things 
*© ro Pagans; for their pomp, &c. But we who 
* agore the word of the Father, it we think 
* fit to affedt delicacies, let us teed our ſelves 


: | © withthe Ceintics of che Law of God,and 


B 2 Sith 


& with thoſe Divine Diſcourſes , eſpeciall 
*. whichare fitting for this preſent Feſtival. 


So that Learned and eloquent Father to his | 


Auditors of Conf a»1ineple, where to,let me (if | 


you pleaſe) have leave to add one or two {| 


praQtical inſtances, one ſhall be of the good *® 


Empcrour Theodefuus , lying now for erghC |, 


monetins under the ſevere Cenſure of Biſhop 
Ambroſe'when the Feaſt of the Nativity drew 
neer, what moan did that Religious Prince 


make to his Courters, that he was by that | 
reſoluce Biſhop (Hut cut (for, his blood-guil- | 
rineſs) from partaking with the aſſembly in | 
that holy Services and - what importurate | 


means did hemake for his admiſſion , Hiſt, 


tri, partit, Iib.9.cap.30. Had that gracious | 


Emperou cen of the Diet of theſe our new 
Divineshe would have ſleighted that repulſe, 


and gladly taken this occefion. of abſcnſe | 
from /that Superſiitious Solemnity, or had | 
one of theſe grave Monitors been at his el- | 
bow, he might have ſaved that pjous Prince. 


the expence of many fighs and tears, which 


now he beſtowed vpon his abſtention from .. . 
that dearly affeQed Devotion. Theother ſhal '| ! 
|, 

A 


be a Hiſtory of as much note, as horror, too 


clear a proofe of the ancient Celebration of |; 
this Feaſlival, it was under the Tyrany of | 


Dicclefian, and his Co-partner Maximinus, 


x fe 
2 Ar as OY YU Y a -lS.- PT" .cacn ag 


Nrcephor, 1, 7.Ca, 6 that 20000, Chiiſti- ' 


ans { 


| ans met to Celebrate the Feaſt of this Nativity 
{ in the large Church of Nicomedie, which were. 
' madean Holoeawft,and burnt rogether with thac 
 good!y Fabrickto aſhes on that day ; Lo fo. 
'0 { great a multitude as 22000.Chriſtians of al ages, 
xd * of both Sexes, had not thus mett together In 2 
he |, timeof ſo mortal danger,to celebrate thisFcaſt, 
p | ifthe holy Zeal of their duty had not told them 
w they ought tokeep that day,which theſe Novel- 
ce _ {ers tcachus to contemne. | 

at | | Now let theſe bold men ſee, of how contrary 
{- | adiſpofition they are to thoſe, bleſſed Martyrs, 
n {} which as this day ſent up their Soules {like Ma- 
ce | robs Angel) toHeaven in thoſe flames, 

}, After thus much ſaid,l ſhould be glad to know 
15 | (ſince reaſon there can be none) what Autho» + 
w rity induces theſe Gain-ſaiters to oppoſe fo an- 
- | tient & received a Cuſtome in the Church of 
ſe | God; you tell me of a double Teſtimony cyted 
d | tothis purpoſe, the on? of Scerates the Hiſtori- 
|- | an, which Iſuppoſets fetched our of the- 5th. 
e Bookof Ecleba/tical Story Chap. 21,whercup- 
h _ on occafion afthe Feaſt of Exafter, he paſlcth his 
n .. Judgement upon rhe indeffrent nature of all 
1 | rhofeantient Feaſts' which were of uſe in the 
o © Primitive Times.ſhewing,that the Apeſtles never 
f | meant to make any Law for the keeping them, 
Ff © butleitmen to the free obfervation thereof. 

| For Anſwer whereunto, 1 do not tell you 
i- þ thatthis Author is wont to be impeached of No- 
GE Yatianiſm, 


—— 


vattaniſm, and therefore may ſeem. fit to yield 


Patronage to ſuch a Clyent, I rather ſay, that | 


rake him atthe worlt, hets no enemy to our 0- 
pinion, or Practice, we agree with him that the 
Apoſtles would have men tree from ſervitude of 
the Jewiſh obſervation of days, that they en- 
ated no Law for ict Feſtivals , but left perſons 
and places {9 to their liberty in theſe Caſes, that 
none ſhould impoſe a neceſlity upon others, this 
were £0 be preſſed upon Vi&or Biſhop of Roxe 


I 


who violently obtruded a day for the Celebrati- 


onof Eaſter upon all Churches {ſuppoſing in 
the mean time;an Eaſter univerſally kept of all 
Chriſtians, though not on the ſame day.) This 
makes nothing againſt us, who place no HKoh- 
neſsin the very hours, nor plead any Apoſtoli- 
call injunction for days, nor tye any perſon, or 
Church to our {trit Calezder, but only hold it 
#t out of obedience to the Laws both of our 
Church and Kingdom, to continue a joyfull Ce- 


Jſebratton of a memorial Day ro the honour of : 


our bleſſed Saytour : But that other Authority 
 which-you teil nie was urged to this purpoſe, I 
confeſs do:h not a little amaze me : it was, you 
RY, of K. Fames our Learned Soveraign of late 
&dleſfed memory,whoſe teſtimony. was brought 
an before the credulous people (not without the 
138 applaule of a Soloyo;-like-wiſdom) as cry- 
zng down theſe Fettivals: and in a certain Speech 
6; his applaudins the purity of the Church of 
S623:/an 1 
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Scotland above that of Gezeva, for that it obſer- 
* ved not the common Feaſts of Chriſts Nativity 
L & Reſurre@ion,&c. Isit poſhble,that any mouth 
; could name that wife and good King, in ſuch a 
| cauſe, whom all the world knows to have been as 
* zealous a Patron of theſe, Feſtivals, as any lived 
upon earth; and ifhe had le fallany-luch Speech 
' before he had any Down upon his chin,& whiles 
: he was under the Ferule,what candor is it.to pro- 
: duce it now to the contradiction of his better ex- 
| | perience, and riper judgement : Nay, 1s it no£ 
| famouſly known that 1t was one of the main er- 
f rands of his- journey into his Native Kingdom 
| of Scotlang, to reduce that Church into a con= 
formity to the relt of the Churches of Chriſten- 
dom in the obſervation of theſe Solemn Dayes,- 
and to this purpoſe was it not one of the main 
buſineffes which he ſer on work in the Aſſembly 
-at Perth. [one of the 5. Articles of Perth| And 
! wherein he imployed the ſervice of his worthy 
; Chaplain, 'r. Tozng Dean of Wincheſter, to res 
| ca}l and re-eſtabliſh theſe Feſtivals. And accord- 
; ingly in purſuance of hisMajeſties earne{t deſires 
| this way, was it not enaQted in that 4fembly, 
that the ſaid Feaſts ſhould be duly kept? Doubt- 
?leſs it was, & that not without much wiſe care $ 
; holy caution, which a& becauſe it canvot be had 
every where, and is well worthy of your notice: 
{and.that which clears the point in hand , I-bave 
thought goodhere to inſert: The tenor of it = 
| | Ore 


"TEE 
fore is this, As we abhor the ſuperſtitious obſerva- 
tion of Feſtival days by the Papiſt : and deteſt all 
licentions and prophane abuſe thereof, by the cons- 
mon ſort of profeſſors, ſo we think, that the incſti. 
mable benefits received from God by onr Lord 7c. 
ſus Ciriſts Birth, Paſſion, ReſurreFion, Alcen. 
fion,ana ſending down of the Holy Ghoſt,was com-| 
wenaably and godly remembred at certain parite a- 
lar days, and times, by the Whole Churches of the | 
World, and may be alſo now; therefore the Aſe | 
ſembly ordains that evary Mintfler ſhall upontheſe | 
days have the commemoration of th: aforeſaid me- | 
ffimable benefits, and make choice ef ſeveral pers 
tinent Texts of Scripture, and frame their doftrone | 
and E xhortaticas thereto,and rebuke af Superſti- 
tious obſervation & licentions prophanation theres | 
of. I could, if it were needfull, give you other ' 
proofs of K. Jameshis zeal for thete days:burwhat | 
thould I ſpend time in proving there is a Sun in 
the Heaven,% lightin tbe Sun, the name of thac 
SreatKins ſuffereth for his exces this way. 92e1ng 
then the Church of God, his anointed Law, An- 
tiquiry,and Reaſon,are for usin this point, and Þ 
doudt not but wew1l gladlybeon theirt1de )Away 

| with all Innovations and trivolous quarrels , we 
; were divided enough before , and' little needed 
any new rents; the God oi Peace quiet all theſe 
diſtempers, aud unite our hearts one to another, 
and all co Himſelf, Farewell in the Lord. 
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